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  Santa Claus UMC  

Newsletter                                             April 2010  

Our Mission:  
Making Disciples of Jesus Christ 

Our Vision:  
Everyone is called to  Invite, Grow, and Serve 

Our Values:  
Love, Faith, Community, Integrity/Morality, Discipleship 

If you have ever read through the Bible, you will recall the phrase, 
ñFear not!ò is found in a number of places. Whenever God  
approached someone, even when His purpose was beneficial, their 
first response to His presence was awesome fear. It was necessary 
to acknowledge and address that fear before they could hear His 
words or respond to Him. 
Fear is a natural emotional response to a perceived threat to our  
wellbeing. While some fears are healthy and prevent us from injuring 
ourselves, other fears are very irrational, can paralyze us and keep 
us from living the abundant life God intends us to live. 
We are bombarded daily with information about natural disasters, 
economic problems, terrorism, illnesses, and accidents. Then, we 
have a continuous stream of advertisements that seek to convince us 
we are not the right size, shape, or color. We are not cool enough, 
and in general, just not good enough. And that doesnôt include our 
fears of snakes, spiders, public speaking, heights, darkness, and  
water. Our anxiety level seems higher than ever. 
What shall we do? Should we raise our hands in surrender to our 
fears and pull our blankets over our heads? Perhaps we should we 
seek Godôs answers to the fears we face. Perhaps we should  
remember that perfect love drives out fear. Perhaps we should allow 
God to help us live lives that are not controlled by an abundance of 
fear, but guided by an abundance of His love. 
Beginning April 11, I will be starting series on ñHow to deal with your 
fears.ò During the series I will be addressing what the Bible tells us 
about how to deal with the fear of death, the fear we have for our  
children, the fear of financial ruin, and several others.  
I hope this will be a time when we can consider how God does more 
than merely command us to ñFear not!ò, but He gives us reasons and 
tools to do so. 
 

We live and die;  
Christ died  
and lived!  

- John Stott 



Dates to Remember... 

April 1 6:30 p.m. Maundy Thursday 
April 2 6:30 p.m. Good Friday 
April 3 9:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt (10 and under) 
April 4 6:00 a.m. Easter Sunrise Service 
April 4 9:00 a.m. Easter Service 
April 6  6:00 p.m. Education Committee Meeting (Library) 

April 6  6:00 p.m. Worship Team Meeting (Rm. 2L) 
April 8  6:00 p.m. Council of Ministries Meeting (Rm. 2L) 
April 10 7:00 p.m. Emmaus Walk - Menôs (Main Rm.) 
April 11 3:30 p.m. Emmaus Walk - Menôs (Main Rm.) 
April 14 5:30 p.m. Prayer Shawl Ministry (Library) 
April 15 8:00 a.m. Newsletter Deadline 
April 17 5:00 p.m. Honduras Mission Team  
     Fellowship dinner (F. Hall) 
April 17 7:00 p.m. Emmaus Walk - Womenôs (Main Rm.) 
April 18 7:00 a.m. United Caring Shelter 
April 18 3:30 p.m. Emmaus Walk - Womenôs (Main Rm.) 
April 19 6:00 p.m. Trusteeôs Meeting (Library) 
April 20 1:00 p.m. Classic Movie Matinee 
April 22 6:00 p.m. Administrative Council Meeting (Rm. 2L) 

April 24 9:00 a.m. SPRC Cluster Meeting (Main Rm.) 
April 25 5:00 p.m. Club 5:7 - Youth Event 
April 26 6:30 p.m. UMW/Rachael Circle (Sherrill Clarkôs home) 

April 27 6:00 p.m. Nurture Meeting (Library) 

 
All Ministries, Committees, Sub-Committees, and Small Groups 

 

Please call the office and check the church calendar BEFORE you plan 
your meeting or event. If the schedule is clear, we need to add your  
information to the calendar so we can keep track of when the rooms are 
in use. 
   Thank you for your help! 

April  

Please Remember... 

 

Youth Group News... 

AprIl Schedule 
 

The Youth Group meets on Sundayôs  
from 4:00 p.m.- 6:00 p.m. unless otherwise noted. 

 
 
 
 
  

 April 4 No Youth Group - Happy Easter 
 
 April 11 Youth Group   
  
 April 18 Youth Group 
 
 April 25* Club 5:7 Youth Event 
   *5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join us on Wednesday Evenings for 
 

Youth Bible Study 
 

5:45 p.m.ð6:15 p.m. 



Library News - New Books  
 

Experiencing Prayer with Jesus  
By Henry & Norma Blackaby 

The power of His presence and example. 
 

Twelve Ordinary Men  
by John MacArthur 

How the Master shaped His disciples for greatness and what He 
wants to do with you. 
 

The Penny (A Novel)  
by Joyce Meyer and Deborah Bedford 

 
 

Deuteronomy 5:7  
ñYou shall have no other gods before me.ò NIV 

 

Join us for a night of fun,  
    Fellowship,  
     Music, 
      and Hotdogs! 
 

All area youth are invited!  
(grades 7-12) 

 

Santa Claus United Methodist Church 
 

April 25th  from 5:00- 7:00 p.m.  CST 
 

Guest Speaker Dr. Greg Gordon 
 

RSVP:  hoosiers@psci.net or call Ray Kaetzel @ 544.2920 

Take Note...  
Opportunities To Serve  

 

2010 Vacation Bible School  
 

Ahoy, Mate's!  
Batten down the hatches,  

drop the sails,  
and hold on crew,  

we are beginning to  
prepare for VBS  

on the High Seas.   
 

July 19-23 
 
 

9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
 

All children entering Pre-K  - 4th grade in the fall  
are welcome to come aboard! 
(Must be 4 yrs old by July 1, 2010)  

 

Watch your future bulletins and Newsletters for more information 
on  this wonderful Bible adventure.  

 

ALL HANDS ON DECK!!  Great VBS experiences require great 
volunteers (or deckhands). Please be in prayer about where you 
may be able to help this year. There is a place for everyone on this 
ship!  

 

Dana Campbell, VBS Director (bcampbell@psci.net) 

 
Avg.  

Worship 
Attend. 

Avg. Sun. 
School  
Attend. 

Avg. 
Offering 

Weekly 
Budget  
Need 

Avg. 08 287 121 $6,739 $7,000 

Avg. 09 283 117 $6,491 $7,000 

Avg. 10 276 123 $6,346 $7,000 

 

Santa Claus 
UMC 

 

Statistics 
 

as of  3/14/10 



Celebrate Easter With Us! 
 

Palm Sunday: Sunday, March 28th 
 

8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Services 
9:15 a.m. Sunday School 

 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st  
Join us at 6:30 p.m. 

 

Good Friday: April 2nd  
Join us at 6:30 p.m. 

  

Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, April 3rd 
9:30 a.m. (Children 10 and under.) 

 

 

Plastic Eggs & Candy are needed for the  
Easter Egg Hunt. 

There is a designated box in the youth room  
for all Easter donations.  
Contact Ray Kaetzel: hoosiers@psci.net  or 544-2920 

 

    Easter Sunday: April 4th  
 
 

6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service  

9:00 a.m. Worship 
 

No Sunday School 
 

Honduras Mission Team  
Fellowship Dinner 

 

Saturday, April 17th  
 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

 

Santa Claus United Methodist Church 
For more information contact:  
Julie Gunn at 686-0517 and Denise Stetter at 615-681-3246.  

Beth Moore Simulcast Event 

So Long, Insecurity 
Based on her new book.  

 

April 24th from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. CST 
 

Bethel Christian Center in Rockport 
 

Tickets are $20 in advance or $30 at the door 
(Includes continental breakfast at 8:30 a.m. and lunch) 

 

Contact: Bethel Christian Center, 812-649-4426  

or send a check to: P.O. Box 174, Rockport, IN 47635 
 

 

UMW/Rachael Circle 
 

April 26th 
6:30 p.m. 

Sherrill Clarkôs home 
 

Exploring our 2010 theme of ñThe Friendship of Womenò. 
For more information, please call Sally Schaaf: 937-2420. 

Mark Your April Calendar!  


